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According to the article Perspective on American Education in a changing world, 2008, by  Pearson, Allyn, and Bacon, the educational philosophy is applied by the educators in organizing the content of the curriculum. Educators in teaching and learning are required to apply different teaching methods, which help students gain the appropriate insight of acquiring knowledge. While teaching students, teachers are required to understand the level of their learners in terms of cognitive and behavioral.  Teachers should encourage the use of student-based teaching by actively involving learners in the teaching and learning process.  Student-centered teaching and learning is the most appropriate method of teaching new concepts to the learners as they are in the position of sharing acquired ideas, increasing retention of the information.  The essay analyzes essentialism, behaviorism, and positivism educational philosophies and how they are applied in teaching and learning principles to achieve the desired goals and objectives of teaching and learning. 
First, essentialism philosophy explains the basic skills and experience that educators must have in a school to transmit the knowledge to the learners.  Educators are needed to have mental discipline incorporated with hard work while using the teacher-centered teaching method.  The instructors should have an effective lesson plan focusing on the subject matter with well-elaborated teaching methods that enhance memorization and mastering of the concepts. Using activities that enhance mastering of the facts, such as field trips and nature study while learning about sciences, increase the learners' creativity level, hence satisfying the needs of the twenty-first-century students in the USA.  The school movements need to specify the vital content within a culture. For example, teaching students how to reduce soil erosion will be important in areas where the soil has been eroded, and immediate response is essential to conserve the soil.  The learning process should be both practical and performance-oriented within the expectation of both educators and learners. Therefore, the nature of the subject should be structured to increase the cognitive level of the learners through the convergent approach of teaching and learning. 
Behaviorism is an educational theory that suggests the environment influences individuals' behavior. The environment that the educator creates for the learners will shape the behavior of the students. There should be an organization of the school environment and curriculum allowing the learners to use the scientific methods in expressing their understanding and knowledge about a particular concept. The behaviors of the learners should be positively or negatively reinforced to create a conducive learning environment.  For example, students who like making noise in class disturb others. Educators can give them extra work as a way of punishment to reduce the behavior. While teaching students mathematics, learning activities will entail asking and responding to questions. Students who correctly answer questions in class should be encouraged and motivated. Positive reinforcers such as gifts and making positive remarks like ‘good, excellent and kudos' should motivate the learners.  Students will always imitate the behaviors that are rewarded. Students who are extrinsically motivated through the behaviors of the educators will be intrinsically encouraged hence shape their behaviors to meet the school system. The educators, therefore, have a role of understanding and learning all the classroom activities and effectively manage the classroom to extinguish learners’’ behaviors. 
Finally, positivist, as a learning theory, is based on observing the skills of the experts and classifying them by conducting logical analysis. Positivist tests the acquisition of the standards and content of learning of the students. While testing the learners' understanding, educators are encouraged to set the examination based on the outlined objectives that were to be met at the end of the course.  Teachers should be using direct instruction while teaching to identify the needs of the learners and state the expectations of different assignments.  Teachers should use repetition to enhance the learners' understanding and model their teaching activities based on the needs of the students. Classroom differentiation is essential in ensuring all learners benefit from the learning and teaching activities. For instance, while teaching students about the classification of plants, having different plants such as fungi will make them have a positive attitude towards the lesson and support their understanding. Thus, teachers should create a positive classroom, making the learners active in learning the structured objective and storing it in long-term memory. 
In conclusion, the article's article ‘Perspective on American Education in a changing world’ presents philosophical concepts of essentialism, behaviorism, and positivism in education. For the learners to achieve the desired objectives of teaching and learning, educators should have a lesson plan with well-outlined objectives and methods of teaching.  The learning activities should be student-centered with a direct instruction technique to pass information to the learners as supported by the positivist theory of learning and teaching. Students should be provided with feedback on their assignments and practical activities to enhance their understanding. Different models of teaching should be used to accommodate all learners while monitoring their behaviors. Educators should have effective classroom management techniques to solve challenges in the classroom and create a favorable learning environment for all learners. 
